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In terms of the award recipients, the Ministry identified high calibre applicants who met the criteria 
during the shortlisting and interview process. To be considered for the 2021 PMPYA, applicants 
had to meet the following eligibility criteria: 
 

• Be 17-24 years of age at the time of submitting their application  
• Be a citizen or permanent resident of New Zealand 
• Be of Pacific descent 
• Have created a positive impact on their chosen field in the past 12-24 months  
• Demonstrate that they are involved in the Pacific community  
• Be able to provide two character references  

 
The Ministry is committed to continuous improvement, as such, we will be reviewing our 
processes and selection criteria for all of our PMPYA panels, so that our processes for selection 
are robust.   
 
In support of the principles and purposes of the OIA, the Ministry proactively publishes its 
responses to OIA requests. As such, this letter will be published on the Ministry’s website. Your 
personal details will be removed, and the Ministry will not publish any information that would 
identify you as the person who requested the information.  
 
Should you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact the Ministry at: 
oia requests@mpp.govt.nz.    
 
If you are dissatisfied with this response, you have the right, under section 28(3) of the OIA, to 
seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a complaint 
is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 
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