
La
ng

ua
ge

 w
ee

k
R
ot

um
an

 
G

as
av

 N
e 

Fa
ea

g 
Ro

tu
am

 T
a

.
..



R
ot

um
an

 
La

ng
ua

ge
 w

ee
k

R
ot

um
a
 i
s 

a
 v

ol
ca

ni
c 

is
la

nd
a
ro

un
d 

4
65

km
 n

or
th

 o
f
 F

ij
i

R
ot

um
a
 i
s 

a
pp

ro
x
im

a
te

ly
 h

a
lf

th
e 

si
z
e 

of
 W

a
ih
ek

e 
Is
la

nd
Th

e 
R
ot

um
a
n 

cu
lt

ur
e 

is
 c

lo
se

ly
li
nk

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
Po

ly
ne

si
a
n

is
la

nd
s 

li
ke

 T
on

ga
, 
Sa

m
oa

A
lt

ho
ug

h 
R
ot

um
a
ns

 h
a
ve

 t
he

ir
ow

n 
di
st

in
ct

 c
ul

tu
re

 &
la

ng
ua

ge
, 
th

ey
 a

re
 g

ov
er

ne
d

b
y
 F

ij
i

A
cc

or
di
ng

 t
o 

th
e 

la
st

 c
en

su
s

co
nd

uc
te

d 
in
 2

01
7
, 
th

er
e 

a
re

1,
59

4
 p

eo
pl

e 
li
vi
ng

 o
n 

th
e

is
la

nd
.

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

2
01

8 
ce

ns
us

, 
98

1
N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

er
s 

id
en

ti
f
ie
d

a
s 

b
ei
ng

 R
ot

um
a
n

Th
er

e 
a
re

 7
 D

is
tr

ic
ts

 i
n

R
ot

um
a

Cr
ea

te
d 

by
 N

ZR
F 

W
el

lin
gt

on
. I

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

so
ur

ce
 - 

M
PP

 F
äe

ag
 R

ot
ua

m
/ R

ot
um

an
 L

an
gu

ag
e 

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l R

es
ou

rc
e

.

Fu
n 

Fa
ct

s 
R
ot

um
a
 o

n 
th

e 
Pa

ci
f
ic
 M

a
p 



A
 T

ef
ui
 i
s 

a
 b

ea
ut

if
ul

ly
 s

ce
nt

ed
 g

a
rl

a
nd

 t
ha

t 
is

un
iq

ue
 t

o 
th

e 
pe

op
le

 o
f
 R

ot
um

a
. 
U
se

d 
a
s 

a
n

a
ck

no
w

le
dg

em
en

t 
of

 r
es

pe
ct

 a
nd

 g
ra

ti
tu

de
 o

r
a
s 

a
n 

a
do

rn
m
en

t 
f
or

 p
er

f
or

m
er

s 
of

 t
he

tr
a
di
ti
on

a
l 
R
ot

um
a
n 

da
nc

e,
 t

he
 T

a
ut

og
a
, 
th

e
Te

f
ui
 i
s 

a
 t

re
a
su

re
d 

gi
f
t 

in
 a

ny
 R

ot
um

a
n 

f
a
m
il
y
.

Th
e 

pi
ec

es
 o

f
 a

 T
ef

ui
 i
nc

lu
de

s 
sm

a
ll
 s

ta
rs

 w
it
h

a
 r

ed
 d

ia
m
on

d 
ce

nt
er

pi
ec

e 
(F

ui
). 

Cr
ea

te
d 

by
 N

ZR
F 

W
el

lin
gt

on
. I

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

so
ur

ce
 - 

M
PP

 F
äe

ag
 R

ot
ua

m
/ R

ot
um

an
 L

an
gu

ag
e 

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l R

es
ou

rc
e

.

R
ot

um
an

 
La

ng
ua

ge
 w

ee
k

Te
fu

i 

M
em

b
er

s 
of

 t
he

 W
el

li
ng

to
n 

R
ot

um
a
n

F
el

lo
w

sh
ip
 G

ro
up

 i
n 

th
ei
r 

tr
a
di
ti
on

a
l

co
st

um
e 

pr
ep

a
ri
ng

 t
o 

pe
rf

or
m
 i
n 

a
Ta

ut
og

a
 (
cu

lt
ur

a
l 
da

nc
e)

W
he

n 
us

ed
 i
n 

a
 T

a
ut

og
a
,

th
e 

m
a
le

s 
w

il
l 
ha

ve
se

ve
n 

'F
ui
' 
w

it
hi
n 

th
ei
r

ga
rl

a
nd

 a
nd

 f
em

a
le

s
ha

ve
 t

he
 o

ne
F
ui
. 
In
 N

Z
, 
te

f
ui
 i
s 

m
a
de

us
in
g 

ri
b
b
on

, 
w

oo
l 
a
nd

a
rt

if
ic
ia
l 
f
lo

w
er

s.
H
ow

ev
er

, 
in
 R

ot
um

a
,

co
co

nu
t 

tr
ee

 s
ho

ot
,

sc
en

te
d 

f
lo

w
er

s 
a
nd

na
tu

ra
l 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

a
re

us
ed

.

.

.



Rotuman 
Language week

Noa'ia
(NOAH - E - YAH)

HELLO

Noa'ia! 
'Otou asa le Jione

(NOAH - E - YAH! O - TOU  AH - SA LE  CHO-NE)

HELLO! MY NAME IS JIONE

Figalelei
(FINGA - LE - LAY)

Faiakse'ea
(FOR - YAK - SEE - YAH)

.
.

Please

Thank
You

Greetings

Created by NZRF Wellington
Information source MPP Fäeag Rotuam/ 
Rotuman Language Educational Resource

.



Rotuman 
Language week

1 Ta
(TA)

2

4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Rua
(RU- OH)

.

Fol
(FOLL)

Hak..
(HACK)

Liam.
(LEE-OM)

On
(ON)

Hif
(HEEF)

Val
(VOLL)

.

Siav
(SEE-OH)

.

Saghul
(SUNG - HOOL)

3

11 Saghul ma ta
(SUNG-HOOL MA TA)

20

40
50
60
70
80
90

Ruaghul
(RU- ONG-HOOL)

Folaghul
(FALL - ONG - HOOL)

Hakaghul..
(HACK - ONG - HOOL)

Liamaghul.
(LEE-OM - ONG - HOOL)

(ON - ONG - HOOL)

Onaghul

Hifaghul
(HEEF-ONG-HOOL)

Valaghul
(VOLL-UNG-HOOL)

Sivaghul
(SEE- VUNG-HOOL)

30

..

100 (TA-ROW)

Tarau.

Numbers

Created by NZRF Wellington
Information source MPP Fäeag Rotuam/ 
Rotuman Language Educational Resource

.
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Created by NZRF Wellington
Information source MPP Fäeag Rotuam/ 
Rotuman Language Educational Resource
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Rotuman 
Language week

Manre
(MON - RE)

SAT
(AH-YOT / AH-YOT TA )

SUN
(TE-RAN -SA-PAH-TO / TE-RAN HA-AH)

MON

Ran Rua
(RAN RUA)

.

TUE

Ran Fol
(RAN FOLL)WED

(RAN HACK)THU

(RAN LEE-OM)FRI

Days of
the Week

.

.

Ran Hak. ..

Ran Liam.
.

A’ite / A’iạt ta

Teran Sapato / Teran Ha'a. .



The Rotuman Alphabet has the 5 standard vowels







as well as 5 variations to the vowels A O and U
There are slightly different ways of pronouncing the vowels below

Ä ä 
Short A sound in BAT

Ö ö
U sound in FUR

Ü ü 
U sound in BOOTA sound PAW 

Aa.  .
Long A sound in CAT

Aa
..

Rotuman 
Language weekMaf ne Puku

The Rotuman Alphabet

There 14 consonants which comprises of 13 letters and the glottal stop: 
F G H J K L M N P R S T V ['] (glottal stop)

Aa   Ee   Ii   Oo   Uu

Ava / Av
(Time)

Aa
Esu / Es
(Pawpaw)

Ee Ii
Isu / Is
(Nose)

Oo
Ono / On

(Six)

6 Uu
Usa / Uas

(Rain)

Pp
Ponapa/Ponap
(Pineapple)

Tt
Tanu / Tan
(Water)

Ff
Fa 'purou 

(Hat)

Gg
Gasava / Gasav

(Week)

Hh
Hefu / Hef

(Stars)

Jj
Juli / Jül 

(Type of Bird)

Kk
Kalofi / Kalöf

(Eggs)

Ll
Lāhapa/ Lāhap

(Leg)

Mm
Magkō 

(Mangoes)

Nn
Niu 

(Coconut)

Rr
Rotu/Rot 

(Church/ Prayer)

Ss
Solo/Sol 

(Mountain/ Hill)

Vv
Vao 
(Net)

'[GlottalStop] 
'Uhi/ 'Üh 

(Yam)
Fa 'i/Fa ' 
(To write)

Aa.  .
Afafu/Afaf

(Mist)

Aa.
.

Ar'aki/Ar'ak
(To Guess)
.

Aa..
..

Afe / Af
(Liver)

Oo
.. ..
O'fa

(Father)

.. .. ..
Uu
..

Ülˈaki / Ülˈak
(To steer)

..

Created by NZRF Wellington
Information source MPP Fäeag Rotuam/ 
Rotuman Language Educational Resource
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